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By Trudy Murphy 
S i n c e  I have chosen t o  w r i t e  on Ca l v i n i s t  b e l i e f s  perta in-  
ing  t o  the means o f  comnunication t h a t  reach and inf luence 
large numbers of people (espec ia l ly  1 i terature,  music, a r t ,  
and te lev is ion ) ,  I should s ta te  my f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  the 
subject o f  Calvinism. I was ra ised i n  a fami ly  and environ- 
ment where the Ca l v i n i s t i c  way o f  l i f e  was adhered t o  very 
s t r i c t l y .  My father i s  a Ca l v i n i s t  theologian who obtained 
h i s  degree i n  1940 a t  the Univers i ty  o f  Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands, and has lectured, w r i t t e n  books and served as 
an ordained min is te r  i n  the Gereformeerde Gemeente (The 
Netherlands Reformed Church) i n  Ho l l  and, The United States 
and Canada. This does no t  make me an au thor i t y  on the sub- 
jec t ;  however, i t  should throw some l i g h t  on my choice of 
t h i s  top ic .  I n  order t o  understand the reasons why the 
Calv in is ts  have a ce r t a i n  a t t i t u d e  towards the mass media, 
i t  i s  necessary t o  look a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  
background. What I propose t o  do i s  t o  examine (a)  the 
h i s t o r i c a l  aspects; (b) the cu l t u ra l  aspects; (c )  the Cal- 
v i n i s t ' s  views on the mass media; and (d)  make some compar- 
a t i ve  analysis between the v a l i d i t y  o f  the Ca l v i n i s t  theory 
and the theories o f  some present day researchers i n  the 
f i e l d  of comnunication. 
Another po in t  should be made before I begin w i t h  the 
h i s t o r i c a l  background o f  Calvinism. Since I was ra ised i n  
Holland, I w i l l  be focusing most o f  my a t t en t i on  on the 
theories which apply t o  the Dutch Cal v i  n i s t s  , and the groups 
t h a t  e x i s t  i n  North America whose background i s  Dutch. 
There can be some substant ia l  d i f ferences i n  pract ices de- 
pending on which country the study i s  being made, therefore, 
i n  order t o  s imp l i f y  the study, I w i l l  deal w i t h  the Dutch 
Gereformeerden t r a d i  ti ons and pract ices and w i  11 re fe r  t o  
i t  by t h e i r  Engl i s h  name, The Netherlands Reformed Calv in is ts  . 
The reform movement i n  the Netherlands began long before 
Mart in Luther i n  such movements as The Brethren o f  the Conon 
L i fe . '  The Dutch Ca l v i n i s t  Church was the source o f  able 
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theological  work and became a very i n f l u e n t i a l  centre o f  
Reformed thought i n  the l a t e  16th and 17th centuries. The 
t yp i ca l  d i s t i ngu ish ing  t r a i t  o f  the Netherl ands Reformed 
C a l v i n i s t  i s  t h e i r  emphatic devotion t o  Scr ip ture  and a 
r igorous s t r i v i n g  t o  p rac t i ce  God's word i n  d a i l y  l i f e .  
Their  theology puts a heavy accent upon s i n  and reproba- 
t ion ,  and from t h i s  they der ive  a s te rn  mo ra l i t y  d i c t a t i n g  
s t r i c t  obedience t o  b i b l i c a l  demands, such as Sunday observ- 
ance. 
I n  i t s  overa l l  e f f e c t  upon soc ia l  and c u l t u r a l  pa r t i c ipa -  
t ion ,  r e l i g i o n  i s  o f  the utmost importance i n  Holland. 
Wherever the Ca lv in i s ts  s e t  up a community, i t  a lso estab- 
1 ished schools alongside the churches. This was no t  only 
t o  teach the Bible, bu t  a lso  t o  teach a whole range o f  other 
subjects. Furthermore, they have always been care fu l  i n  the 
h i s t o r i c a l  study o f  the sources o f  f a i t h ,  espec ia l ly  the 
Bib le.  John Calvin, the leader o f  the Ca l v i n i s t  movement, 
s ta tes  t h a t  
because i t  i s  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o f i t  from such l e c t u r e s  i f  
f i r s t  one i s  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  languages and humanit ies ,  
and a l s o  because i t  i s  necessary  to  r a i s e  o f f s p r i n g  f o r  t ime 
to  come, i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Church d e s e r t e d  t o  our 
c h i l d r e n ,  a c o l l e g e  should be i n s t i t u t e d  f o r  i n s t r u c t i n g  
c h i l d r e n  t o  prepare them f o r  t h e  m i n s t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  
ci vi 1 government . 
Therefore, one may receive the most extensive higher educa- 
t i o n  wi thout  ever leav ing h is /her  own r e l i g i o u s  inf luence. 
This thorough t r a i n i n g  which i s  i n s t i l l e d  upon the young 
members o f  the church a lso ca r r ies  over i n t o  adulthood. 
The choice o f  p o l i t i c a l  par t ies ,  entertainment, l e i su re  as- 
sociat ions,  etc., a l l  f o l l ow  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  the Ca l v i n i s t  
t r ad i t i ons ,  and are kept a1 i v e  i n  t h i s  manner. Given the 
B e l i e v e  In Power r e l a t i v e  i n s u l a r i t y  o f  the re1 ig ious  c o n u n i  t y ,  i t  i s  a 
of The Word, B U ~  small wonder t h a t  re1 ig ious  t i e s  tend t o  fo l l ow t r a d i t i o n a l  
~ o t  In P i c t u r e s  l i nes .  I n  a study done i n  Sassenheim, South Holland, i t  
or Sculp tures  was found t h a t  more than 80% o f  the respondents appeared t o  
belong t o  the same church as t h e i r  fa the rs '   father^.^ 
The re1 a t ionsh ip  between the Netherl ands Reformed t r a d i -  
t i o n  and cu l t u re  i s  complex. From the beginning, the 
Reformed t r a d i t i o n  re jec ted pa in t ings and sculptures as 
means o f  Chr i s t i an  education o r  as a ids t o  worship. They 
are convinced i n  the power o f  the word, and they bel ieved 
they saw the cor rupt ion t h a t  re l i ance  on images had produced. 
I n  other words, images and pa in t ings cannot comnunicate the 
f a i t h .  According t o  Zwingl i ,  a reformer i n  the 1500's: 
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The s t o r y  m u s t  be l e a r n e d  o n l y  f rom the Word, and f rom the 
p a i n t i n g  one l e a r n s  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  the form of  the bod 
the movements  or the c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the b o d y  or f a c e .  5 , 
John Ca lv in  h imse l f  d i d  n o t  g i v e  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  the 
v i sua l  a r t s .  He d i d  n o t  be l i eve  t h a t  they were e f f e c t i v e  
instruments i n  communicating the  Gospel, therefore n o t  
necessary. He d i d  be l i eve  t h a t  the  v i s u a l  a r t s  were g i f t s  
o f  God and the re fo re  should be used i n  pure and l e g i t i m a t e  
ways. 
A r t  m u s t  not be p e r v e r t e d  b y  m i s u s e  or t u r n e d  t o  the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  the human. 5 
Calv in  was n o t  convinced t h a t  a r t  i s  an e f f e c t i v e  medium 
o f  comnunication and teaching. He p re fe r red  the  spoken 
and w r i t t e n  word. The content  o f  a r t  was too  ambiguous 
and too sub jec t  t o  personal i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
L i t e r a t u r e  as a form o f  comnunication was used by the  
C a l v i n i s t s  from the  beginning s ince they  p r i z e d  and c u l t i -  
vated the  power o f  words t o  express and communicate t h e i r  
f a i t h .  The pr imary focus o f  the  1 i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  the  
C a l v i n i s t  community i s  found i n  theo log i ca l  w r i t i n g s .  Two 
works t h a t  were produced i n  the  Reformed C a l v i n i s t  context,  
and are  s t i  1 1 read and we1 1 known today, a re  John M i  1 t on  ' s 
(1 608-1 674) Paradise Los t  and John Bunyans ' (1 628-1 688) 
P i  1 g r i m  ' Progress. 
Ca lv in  and Zwingl i both took music w i t h  utmost ser ious-  
Melody With ness. As a consequence, Zwingl i e l im ina ted  i t  from the  
Bad Words worship of the  church and Ca lv in  prov ided s t r i c t  gu ide l ines  
Hits The Hear t  f o r  i t s  use. Ca lv in  appreciated music as a g i f t  o f  God, 
b u t  knew t h a t  music had a 
secret and a l m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  power t o  move the human h e a r t .  
-en me lody  g o e s  w i t h  i t ,  e v e r y  bad word p e n e t r a t e s  much 
more d e e p l y  into the h e a r t .  6 
Cal v i n  advocated congregat ional s ing ing  under the  guide1 ines  
t h a t  the  music and words o f  the  song be appropr ia te  t o  
worship and t h a t  the  music should n o t  obscure the  words. As 
a r e s u l t ,  Ca lv in  sponsored the  pub l i sh ing  o f  a P s a l t e r  t h a t  
turned the  Psalms i n t o  verse and s e t  them t o  music. Emile 
Doumergue described the  g rea t  usefulness o f  the  Psal t e r  i n  
the  f o l  1 owing words : 
The same y e a r  o f  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  saw 25 e d i t i o n s  o f  i t  i s s u e d .  
In f o u r  y e a r s ,  6 2  e d i t i o n s  f o l l o w e d .  The  b i b l i o g r a p h e r s  
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t e l l  us o f  1400 e d i t i o n s .  The Calv in i s t  Psal ter  was trans- 
l a t ed  i n t o  English, G e r m ,  Dutch, Danish, Polish,  Latin, 
I t a l i a n ,  Spanish, Hebrew and more. In less than two cen- 
t u r i e s  there issued i n  Holland alone more than 30 e d i t i o n s .  ' 
The Psal ter  i s  an expression o f  the Ca lv in i s ts  f a i t h ,  and 
i s  s t i l l  used i n  t h e i r  services' today. 
The Ca l v l n i s t  t r a d i t i o n  has been a very verbal r e l i g i o n  
w i t h  great  confidence i n  spoken and w r i t t e n  words t o  com- 
municate thought, emotion and in tent ion.  C r i t i c s  o f  con- 
temporary cu l t u re  have warned o f  the dec l in ing  power o f  
words and have emphasized the ef fect iveness o f  new forms o f  
comnunication such as t e l ev i s i on  and  movie^.^ I f  these 
c r i t i c s  are co r rec t  i n  t h e i r  assessment, the Ca l v i n i s t  t r ad i -  
t i o n  i s  b e r e f t  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  power. There i s  not  y e t  con- 
v i c i ng  evidence t ha t  words, e i t h e r  w r i t t e n  o r  spoken, have 
l o s t  t h e i r  power. Language s t i l l  ranks as one o f  the high- 
es t  and most s i gn i f i can  human achievements. 
I t  [language] may be supplemented, but i t  cannot 
planted without impoverishing the human spirit.  
It i s  c lea r  t ha t  the Ca l v i n i s t  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  
on words has produced a pat tern  o f  1 i f e  t ha t  has 
be s u p  
i t s  emphasis 
1 i bera ted 
n the the highest  powers of human personal i ty ;  reason i 
service o f  God, the capacity t o  th ink  and ac t  f o r  oneself, 
and the capacity f o r  se l f - c r i t i c i sm .  However, the focus o f  
the Ca l v i n i s t  emphasis on the word i s  preaching. C r i t i c s  
o f  preaching have announced i t s  decl i n i  ng importance . l  
The pred ic t ions have not  come t rue  since i t  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
f a c t  t h a t  m i l  1 ions o f  people each week leave t h e i r  homes, 
r e s t  and recreat ion t o  worship and t o  hear a sermon. It 
can be dupl icated ne i ther  by sports, entertainment, p o l i t i c s  
nor business. The only possib le r i v a l  t o  preaching i s  te le -  
v i s i on  since i t  does no t  requ i re  a communal gathering. For 
t h i s  and many other reasons, the Calv in is ts  have banned te le -  
v i s i on  from t h e i r  homes and l i ves .  
So fa r ,  I have attempted t o  por t ray  and i n t e r p r e t  the 
branch o f  Profestarrtism tha t  has made an impact on the 1 ives 
o f  people i n  society. The question could be asked whether 
Calvinism s t i l l  has i t s  inf luence and powers i n  the present 
tense. The answer i s  "yes", even though the number o f  
members have decl ined somewhat i n  the 20th century. Accord- 
ing  t o  Benjamin B. Warfield, 
There are very l i k e l y  less Calv in i s t s  i n  the wurld today 
than ever  before.' ' 
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This statement was made since he found extremely few of 
them whom he could regard as true to  the type, and bas- 
ica l ly  f i n d i n g  the true Calvinists to  reside in Holland. 
The t radi t ion s t i l l  l ives on, b u t  sometimes lacks, accord- 
ing to  John McNeil: 
the r i g o r  o f  the o ld - fash ioned  d i s c i p l i n e  which was marked 
b y  a p a t e r n a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the p e o p l e s  d a i l y  lives. 
Legal controls have been for the most  p a r t ,  l i g h t e n e d ,  and 
t o  some e x t e n t ,  the mores a r e  b e i n g  changed; b u t  it can  
h a r d l y  be argued t h a t  present-day m o r a l i t y  a m n g  members 
o f  the C a l v i n i s t  churches  s u f f e r s  b y  comparison w i t h  t h a t  
o f  a c e n t u r y  or more ago.  1 2  
A 1 i f e  rationally ordered by moral and theological comni t- 
ments has been a mark of the Calvinist t radi t ion from the 
beginning. Many factors in contemporary culture conspire 
to undercut personal responsi b i  1 i ty and personal d i  sci  pl i ne. 
A new naturalism has emphasized spontanei typart lyin reac- 
tion to  overly rationalized and disciplined 1 ives that  
G ~ O U ~  Dynamic quenched a1 1 spontaneity and naturalness. l 3  Techniques of 
Make ~t E a s i e r  group dynamics make i t  much easier  to  manipulate people 
TO Manipulate  today than previously, and cornunities have new ways of 
destroying privacy and individuality. The pervasiveness 
of mass media i n  society makes i t  possible to  mass produce 
personal i t i e s  i n  ways tha t  were formerly impossible. As 
T.W. Adorno s t a t e s  i n  his a r t i c l e  "Television and the 
Patterns of Mass Culture": 
T h e  r e p e t i  ti veness , the self -sameness,  and the u b i q u i  t y o f  
modern mass c u l t u r e  t e n d  t o  make for au tomat i zed  r e a c t i o n s  
and t o  weaken the forces of  the i n d i v i d u a l  r e s i s t a n c e .  14 
The Calvinists are  not against technology per se ,  b u t  are 
fighting against the powers of the men who control th i s  
technology and to what use they p u t  i t .  Technology is a 
thing which can ra i se  those who use i t  to  greatness and 
power over the masses, which, according to  Helmut Thieliche 
can e v e n  become for a man a c i t a d e l  a g a i n s t  God. And a s  
soon a s  the r e s p o n s i b l e  e n g i n e e r ,  "man", a l l o w s  this to  
happen,  or a s  soon a s  he d o e s  this w i t h  the h e l p  o f  tech- 
no logy  ( for  techno logy  i s  not evil i n  i t s e l f ) ,  he s u r r e n d e r s  
to  the evil one and p u t  both hinself and his t e c h n i c a l  means 
into S a t a n ' s  hand.  1 
Therefore, i f  the means are  not to  serve God, they are  the 
wrong means. Since the Calvinists are  stern believers i n  
simp1 i c i  ty ,  devotion, discipline,  togetherness, verbal com- 
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municat ion and l i v i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  on ly  t o  serve the  Scr ip-  
tu res  and t h e i r  f e l l o w  man, t e l e v i s i o n  i s  no t  i n  accord 
w i t h  what they bel ieve.  
An attempt should be made t o  analyze whether the  Cal- 
v i  n i s t s  are  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  response t o  some aspects o f  
t he  mass media. Much research has been done over the  past  
few years i n  regard t o  the  e f f e c t s  of t he  mass media, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e l e v i s i o n .  Since the  responses t o  t e l e v i s i o n  
are  varied, I w i l l  t ry t o  show both p o s i t i v e  and negative 
aspects o f  t e l e v i s i o n  w i t h  the  a i d  o f  research t h a t  has been 
publ ished t o  date. 
Marshal l  McLuhan s ta tes  t h a t  t he  key t o  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  i t s  
power t o  change the  ways i n  which human beings t h i n k  about 
themselves and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  wor ld  they l i v e  i n .  He 
a l so  sees t e l e v i s i o n  as a  persuasive power which can change 
our ideas and ways i n  which we choose t o  appear. 
The TV e x t e n s i o n  o f  o u r  nerves i n  N , r s u t e  p a t t e r n  p o s s e s s e s  
the power t o  evoke a  f l o o d  o f  r e l a t e d  inmgery  i n  c l o t h i n g ,  
h a i r d o ,  walk  and g e s t u r e .  1 6  
As a  r e s u l t ,  McLuhan sees the  development of the  Global 
V i l l age .  Through e l e c t r o n i c  images, we now see and hear 
what i s  going on everywhere i n  the  wor ld w i t h i n  moments o f  
i t s  occurrence. There i s  much t r u t h  i n  McLuhan's asser t ion  
s ince fads, s t y l e s  and even popular songs once took months 
o r  even years t o  spread across the  world, b u t  they are now 
r a p i d l y  t ransmit ted.  
Leo Bogart i n  h i s  book The Age o f  Telev is ion,  gives h i s  
p o i n t  o f  view regarding t e l e v i s i o n .  He i s  concerned w i t h  
a11 the  aspects o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  n o t  Jus t  the  c u l t u r a l  . His 
arguments are backed up w i t h  much s t a t i s t i c a l  data t h a t  has 
been recorded previous t o  h i s  study, and he a lso  inc ludes 
surveys o f  rad io  and newspaper in f luences.  He suggests 
t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  cannot be seen as the  s i n g l e  i n f l u e n t i a l  
fac tor .  
I n  i t s  brief h i s t o r y ,  television h a s  become the American 
p e o p l e ' s  most  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  h a s  changed 
the p o s i t i o n  o f  the other mass media ,  and pro found ly  a f f e c t -  
ed  the way i n  which we spend o u r  t i m e  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l i e s  and 
o u t s i d e  the home. Y e t ,  television h a s  wrought n o  violent 
r e v o l u t i o n .  I t  h a s  not d e s t r o y e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i t  h a s  not 
c o n v e r t e d  Americans from a n  a c t i v e  peop le  in to  a  p a s s i v e  
one; i t s  psycho log ica l  e f fects  o n  the young have  n o t  a lways  
been for the best, b u t  a t  the same ti=, i t  has not produced 
a g e n e r a t i o n  o f  d e l i n q u e n t s .  1 7  
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Therefore, television can do many things. What i t  does do 
depends on a host of surrounding factors .  
The Royal Commission on Violence i n  the Comnunications 
Industry (Ontario) has submitted a report pertaining to  some 
bad aspects of the comnunication industry. The Commission 
was established i n  order to  gauge how much violence i s  
projected i n  television, newspapers, film, books, l ive  
theatre,  music and radio. Their task was to  answer the 
following questions. 
D o  t h e y  ( t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  m u s i c ,  etc.) g i v e  u s  too much 
v i o l e n c e ,  How much i s  too much, What harm i s  there, i f  
any ,  i n  too much violence?" 
Since 96% of Canadian homes have television se t s , lg  the 
images of rea l i ty  tha t  are portrayed are  of utmost impor- 
tance. According to  the Comnission, there has been a 
decline i n  the influence of previously powerful inst i tut ions 
such as the church, school and family. The communications 
industry has taken over part  of these functions, and plays 
a s ignif icant  role i n  shaping values, a t t i tudes ,  behaviour 
and l i fes ty les .  The Comnission's studies confirmed that  
violence routinely predominates i n  entertainment television, 
films, news, contemporary l i t e ra tu re ,  magazines and even 
categories of popular music. In other words, violence i s  
a s taple  ingredient of media productions . * O  The example 
cited for  violence i n  music was a follows: 
H e  would s l a s h  his g r a n n i e ' s  f a c e  up g i v e n  h a l f  the chance;  
H e  would sell you back the p i e c e s  a l l  f o r  less t h a n  h a l f  a 
q u i d ;  
H e  t h o u g h t  h e  was the meanest  u n t i l  he m e t  u p  w i t h  Savage 
S i d ;  
Now S i d n e y  was a g r e a s e r  w i t h  some n a s t y  roots; 
H e  poured a p i n t  o f  gu inness  over Benny 's  boots; 
Benny l o o k e d  a t  Sydney;  S i d n e y  s t a r e d  r i g h t  back  i n  the 
e y e ;  
S i d n e y  chose a s w i t c h  b l a d e  and Benny g o t  a c o l d  meat p i e ;  
Oh what a terrible s i g h t  much t o  the p e o p l e ' s  d e l i g h t -  
one  h e l l  o f  a s i g h t .  2 1 
I t  could be noted here that  John Calvin had an insight into 
the power of musical influences when he stated "when melody 
goes w i t h  i t ,  e v e r y  bad word p e n e t r a t e s  much more d e e p l y  
i n t o  the h e a r t " .  (as  quoted on page 5 ) .  
Professor Gregory Fouts, one of the many researchers who 
prepared a study for  the Royal Commission on Violence, 
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P i t y  The  Poor 
C h i l d  T h a t  Is 
Wi thout TV 
r e c e n t l y  had an a r t i c l e  publ ished i n  the  T.V. Guide (Feb. 
18/78 e d i t i o n )  which was t i t l e d  "How For Some Good News 
About Telev is ion" .  Professor Fouts now bel ieves t h a t  i t ' s  
too easy, and u n f a i r ,  t o  consider t e l e v i s i o n  as a  ca tch-a l l  
scapegoat f o r  s o c i e t y ' s  i l l s .  He s ta tes  tha t :  
I f  we had  television 100 y e a r s  a g o ,  we w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  the 
prob lems  we h a v e ,  b e c a u s e  TV a l s o  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  the d e c r e a s e  
i n  the e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  and the d e c r e a s e  i n  p a r e n t a l  r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  k i d s .  I t  came a l o n g  a t  the wrong t i m e .  2 2  
He a lso  expresses h i s  concern fo r  c h i l d r e n  who grow up w i th -  
o u t  t e l e v i s i o n ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t :  
They  [ c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  TV] w i l l  be r e g a r d e d  a s  d i f f e r e n t ;  
their p a r e n t s  would v i e w  t h e m  a s  p r e c o c i o u s ;  and would 
s t a n d  the c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  see them- 
selves a s  a b o v e  the other k i d s .  They  may be, i n  t e r m s  o f  
f a c t u a l  knowledge ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  a r e  spon tane -  
o u s  i n  their p l a y .  2 3 
Fouts makes numerous genera l iza t ions  about the behaviour o f  
c h i l d r e n  who do n o t  grow up w i t h  t e l e v i s i o n ,  b u t  does n o t  
back up h i s  statements w i t h  any concrete data. They "may" 
be above o ther  c h i l d r e n  i n  fac tua l  knowledge, and they "may" 
be less  spontaneous i n  t h e i r  p lay ing  than ch i1  dren who 
watch TV. Fouts had s tud ied c h i l d r e n  who were t e l e v i s i o n  
watchers, n o t  non-watchers, therefore, h i s  genera l iza t ions  
are  n o t  convincing. He concludes w i t h  the  statement t h a t  
t he  c h i l d r e n  who do no t  have t h i s  element of entertainment 
t o  share w i t h  others are more 1  i k e l y  t o  have s o c i a l i z a t i o n  
problems. 
McLuhan, Bogart, The Royal Comission,  Professor Fouts 
and C a l v i n i s t s  a l l  have va r ied  approaches and a t t i t u d e s r  
towards the  mass media. With Calvinism, they have one view 
- a  negat ive one. McLuhan s ta tes  t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  has the 
power t o  change the  way people th ink ,  t he re fo re  an educa- 
t i o n a l  t o o l .  The C a l v i n i s t s  would view i t  as an i n s t r u -  
ment t h a t  has the  power t o  impose on and a l t e r  t h e i r  r e l i -  
gious ideas and t r a d i t i o n s .  Most shows are n o t  devoted 
t o  the  Scr iptures,  and the C a l v i n i s t ' s  s t e r n  b e l i e f s  i n  
m o r a l i t y  would be threatened i f  t h e i r  young were t o  watch 
shows where premari t a l  sex o r  i n f i d e l  i ty are  portrayed. 
On te lev i s ion ,  i t  i s  n o t  necessary t o  p u t  a  man and woman 
i n t o  bed t o  in t roduce a  sexual suggestion, nor  i s  i t  
necessary a c t u a l l y  t o  speak an obscenity i n  order  t o  pu t  
across i t s  sense. 
Bogart s ta ted  t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  had become f o r  the 
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American people the  most impor tan t  source of ideas. The 
C a l v i n i s t s  would r e t o r t  by saying t h a t  t he  Scr ip tu res  
are  the  most impor tan t  source, and none o ther .  I f  t h e i r  
members were t o  watch t e l e v i s i o n  i n  o rder  t o  educate 
themselves on mat ters which a re  f i c t i t i o n a l ,  t h e i r  t ime 
f o r  research o f  the Scr ip tu res  would be c u r t a i l e d .  
The Royal Commission on Violence discovered through 
research t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  had created a dec l i ne  i n  the 
in f luence of the  church, school and fam i l y .  These th ree  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  the  framework f o r  the C a l v i n i s t  t r a d i t i o n  
and f a i t h ,  and a dec l i ne  would s i g n i f y  the  eros ion o f  t h e i r  
f a i t h  and way of l i f e .  The church i s  foremost; the  schools 
which they i n s t i t u t e  themselves i n  o rder  t o  i n s t r u c t  the 
young, second; and the  f a m i l y  i s  the  t i e  which holds a l l  
th ree  i n s t i t u t i o n s  together.  Therefore, i f  what the Comnis- 
s ion  s ta tes  i s  accurate, t h i s  would g i v e  the  C a l v i n i s t s  
even more reason t o  r e j e c t  t e l e v i s i o n .  
Professor  Fouts' argument t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  a necessi ty  
i n  o rder  t o  s o c i a l i z e ,  and f o r  t he  sake o f  n o t  t o  be c las-  
s i f i e d  as being " d i f f e r e n t " ,  d i d  n o t  impress me as being a 
v a l i d  assessment of why t e l e v i s i o n  i s  use fu l  and necessary. 
According t o  Society  Today, t he  agents o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  and adu l t s  a re  very  d i f f e r e n t .  The f a m i l y  
c l e a r l y  i s  t he  group most respons ib le  f o r  teaching c h i l d r e n  
bas ic  s o c i a l  ro les ,  values, a t t i t u d e s  and m ~ t i v a t i o n . ~ ~  
Fouts a l so  claims t e l e v i s i o n  t o  be an impor tan t  educat ional 
t o o l .  The C a l v i n i s t s  be l i eve  verbal  comnunication and 
P a r e n t s  C a n  P r o o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  be the  pr imary too l s .  Since the  parents and 
R e a d  L i t e r a t u r e  teachers can proofread l i t e r a t u r e  be fore  d i s t r i b u t i n g  it, 
B U ~   NO^ TV they f i n d  i t  a safer  means of educat ing t h e i r  audience. 
The e d i t i n g  o f  shows on t e l e v i s i o n  by the  parents i s  n o t  
poss ib le  s ince  previews o f  what i s  t o  be shown so t h a t  
parents can choose whether the  c h i l d  can watch, i s  n o t  
ava i l ab le .  The o n l y  way the  parents can est imate what i s  
t o  be shown i s  according t o  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  the  TV 
Guide o r  knowledge o f  the  show due t o  prev ious episodes. 
The chances t h a t  a c h i l d  w i l l  watch a programne t h a t  i s  
n o t  s u i t e d  f o r  h i s /he r  viewing i s  g rea te r  than the  chances 
a c h i l d  would read a book which i s  n o t  s u i t e d  f o r  him/her, 
s ince  reading ma te r ia l  can be checked beforehand. 
Each o f  t he  con t ras t i ng  views t h a t  I have i l l u s t r a t e d  
have t h e i r  own m e r i t .  Depending on what a person wants 
i n  l i f e ,  how one has been raised, and how one chooses t o  
view t e l  e v i  s i on  , a1 1 b o i  1 s  down t o  personal preferences. 
To s t a t e  t h a t  the C a l v i n i s t s  o r  McLuhan, Bogart and Prof .  
Fouts are  wrong would n o t  be j u s t i f i e d  e i t h e r .  The 
importance i s  t h a t  each v iewpoint  can be i l l u s t r a t e d  and 
s tud ied  w i t h i n  i t s  own context.  
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